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"Without some form of censorship, propaganda in the strictest sense of the word is 
impossible. In order to conduct propaganda, there must be some barrier between the 
public and the event. Access to the real environment must be limited, before anyone can 
create a pseudo-environment that he thinks is wise or desirable" (Walter Lippmann 
(1922), Public opinion, Harcourt, Brace and Company, https://tinyurl.com/yay3cf7b).

Among the most common historical rationales [sic, for censorship] are political (sedition, 
treason, national security), religious (blasphemy, heresy), moral (obscenity, impiety), and 
social (incivility, irreverence, disorder). These of course may be interconnected. What they 
share is a claim that the public interest will be negatively affected by the communication. 
Censorship may be located relative to other legal forms of secrecy. Censorship is justified 
by the protection of public welfare. Rationales for other legally supported forms include: 
the protection of private property for trade secrets; economic efficiency and fairness 
justifications in common law disputes over secret information; the encouragement of 
honest communication and/or protection from retaliation underling forms such as lawyer-
client and doctor-patient confidentiality, the secret ballot, and a judge’s en camera ruling 
that the identity of an informant need not be revealed; the protection of intimate relations 
in the case of spousal privilege; the protection against improperly elicited confessions 
underlying the 5th Amendment; the strategic advantage justification of sealed warrants 
and indictments and the respect for the dignity and privacy of the person justification for 
limits on the collection and use of personal information, whether involving census, tax, 
library or arrest (as against conviction) records. There has been little empirical research on 
whether, how well and with what consequences and under what conditions these 
justifications are met" (Gary T. Marx (2001), Censorship and secrecy: Social and legal 
perspectives, International Encyclopedia of the Social and Behavioral Sciences, https:
//tinyurl.com/y79b6d76).

Withdrawal of government publications
The U.S. Government may request the removal of materials from depository libraries via Title 
44 U.S.C. 19. This title indicates that all FDLP materials remain the property of the federal 
government.

Wartime Censorship

 Iraq's Weapons of Mass Destruction Programs (Leonard 2011) White Paper Iraq's Weapons of Mass Destruction Programs

     (Gulf War) Prohibition on photographs of soldiers' 
coffins

US buys up all satellite war images (Duncan Campbell, The Guardian, October 17, 
2001).

Secret carpetbombing of Cambodia

World War II
Office of Censorship and Censorship Policy Board, (1945), suppression of atomic bomb 
damage (Glenn Hook (1988), Roots of nuclearism: Censorship and reportage of atomic 
damage in Hiroshima, and Nagasaki, Multilingua  7 (1-2), 133-156).

World War I

Postmaster Burleson's interpretation of the Espionage Act to include banning of 
alternative literature and prosecution of anti-war activists (Freeberg, Ernest, (2008), 
Democracy's prisoner: Eugene V. Debs, the great war, and the right to dissent, Harvard 
University Press); See also the Committee on Public Information (1917), or the Creel 
Committee, that censored newspapers.

Systematic Censorship
 Information reduced in patterned ways that are intrinsic to organizations, even when every 
effort is made to send that information forward (Diane Vaughan (1996), The Challenger 
launch decision, University of Chicago Press).

Self-censorship

Cases

Federal agency media policies (UCS (2008), https://tinyurl.com/ybvsmpzk).

Censor's collection (Celeste West(1983), Secret garden of censorship: Ourselves. Library 
Journal,108(15):1651-53).

CA Library Association & Fiske Report Self-censorship checklist for librarians

Results from tacit agreements between authority figures and potential critics that the “higher-
order conditions” for argumentation do not obtain in a given milieu (van Eemeren, 
Grootendorst, Jackson & Jacobs 1993, p.32-3, cited in Gordon R. Mitchell, American 
Itsesensuuri: A typology of self-censorship in the "war on terror ").

Self-censorship of information, "defined as the act of intentionally and voluntarily 
withholding information from others in the absence of formal obstacles is one of the 
sociopsychological mechanisms that often obstructs a well-functioning democratic society. 
Together with conformity and obedience, it should be considered as a sociopsychological 
barrier that prevents free access to information, obstructs freedom of expression, and harms 
free flow of information" (Daniel Bar‐Tal (2017) Self‐censorship as a socio‐political‐
psychological phenomenon: Conception and research, Political Psychology, 38 (2017): 37-65).

"Omission, often after pressure, of facts or opinions - or  avoidance of investigating them in 
the first place - for fear of negative consequences" (Antoon de Baets, Network of Concerned 
Historians, email correspondence).

"Cautious activism" amongst academics (Paul F. Lazarsfeld & Wagner Thielens, Jr. (1958), The 
Academic mind, p. 98-112, 192-265).

Secrecy
State secrets privilege (CRS (2011), https://tinyurl.com/y7ybe8wz; Steve Aftergood, 
Secrecy about secrecy, https://tinyurl.com/ybmnh4ex).

Control & power over information (See Simmel, Shils, Friedrich, Bok, Aftergood, Marx, Maret 
& Goldman, etc.).

Secondary Censorship

Armed forces censorship performed on the personal communications of officers, civilian 
employees, and accompanying civilians of the Armed Forces of the United States, and on 
those personal communications of enlisted personnel of the Armed Forces not subject to 
Armed Forces primary censorship or those requiring reexamination (Department of 
Defense, DoD Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms.  JP 1-02, 12 April 2001 as 
amended through 31 October 2009. Note: This term was removed from subsequent 
editions of the Dictionary).

Scientific Censorship

See born classified, climate science, censorship, national security censorship, above; Secrecy, 
below.

Editorial control and "harassment, formal disapproval from superiors, threats, formal 
reprimands, denial of grants or other funding, denial of promotion or jobs, punitive 
transfers, legal actions, dismissal and blacklisting. Some of these responses are direct and 
open, such as reprimands and dismissal. Others are subtle. Mild forms of harassment can 
include not being told when meetings are held, delays in approving equipment, inconvenient 
lab arrangements, extra administrative duties, heavy teaching loads, and letters demanding 
excessive details about research" (Brian Martin (2001), Science and contemporary censorship, 
Censorship: A World Encyclopedia, vol 4, https://tinyurl.com/ydfr5lmk). 
 

Regulatory Censorship

Restrictions on media publications will be introduced by the law and should be observed by 
the media proper. Deputy Minister of Culture and Mass Communications Mr (Leonid) Nadirov 
also gave his explanations. All the materials about the president, the government and the 
parliament can be published only on the basis of official press releases. The use of covert 
sources of information is not allowed (Russia: Censorship set to make a comeback, BBC 
Monitoring International Reports. 2004).

Regulative Censorship
Information that “can be amended or revolutionized in ways that raise or lower body counts, 
number of books banned or citizens ghettooed or gulaged” (Sue Curry Jansen, 1991, 
Censorship: The knot that binds power and knowledge, Oxford University Press).

Redaction
Lt. Col. Anthony's Shaffer's Operation Dark Heart : Spycraft and special ops on the 
frontlines of Afghanistan contains a redacted index  (Thomas Dunne, 2010).

A sanitization technique that involves removal (editing out) of exempted information from a 
document (ISOO, Classified national security information, Federal Register, November 16, 
1999). See also historical censorship, this map.

Jawbreaker: The Attack on Bin Laden and Al Qaeda (Gary Berntsen, 2005). Over 40 pages 
redacted.

Reclassification

Previously declassified records in the National Archives had been quietly removed from our 
open shelves by their originating agencies with an eye toward reclassification—without public 
notice and without reasons being cited. Affected were records that researchers had already 
used, in some cases for decades (former Archivist of the United States Allen Weinstein 
(2006), Strictly Unclassified: Some Thoughts on Secrecy and Openness, Prologue, 38(2). 

Publishing Censorship OFAC license, "alterations," and sanctions under the Trading With the Enemy Act (TWEA).

Prisoner of War Censorship

The censorship of the communications to and from enemy prisoners of war and civilian 
internees held by the United States Armed Forces (Department of Defense, DoD of Military 
and Associated Terms.  JP 1-02, 12 April 2001 as amended through 31 October 2009. 
Note: this term was removed from subsequent editions of the Dictionary).

Prison Censorship

Right to 
read

Access to affordable phones

Access to the Internet

Access to books
Purge of 
materials

Prior Restraint

Pentagon Papers - Beacon Press vs. the U.S. Government (GPO censorship)

Milton's Areopagitica

U.S. vs. The Progressive

Print censorship & challenges

Inferno rooms in public libraries (Frederick J. Stielow (1983), Censorship in the early 
professionalization of American libraries, 1876 to 1929, Journal of Library History, 18(1), 
37-54).

Genres

Magazines "Community standards" (Hustler & Screw magazines)

Comics & Graphic Novels
Comic books and juvenile delinquency, assorted Senate Subcommittee hearings to 
investigate juvenile delinquency in the U.S. (81, 82, 83rd Congress, 1950-1954).

10 Graphic Novels and the shocking reasons they frequently come under fire (2010)

Code of the Comics Magazine Association of America, Inc. (1954)

Christian Sager  & EC Steiner, 2011, Think of the children

Cases

Hustler Magazine v. Falwell (485 U.S. 46 (1988)

Index Librorum Prohibitorum (ceased 1966)

Timeline of book burning (Dr. Wilhelm Reich)

Senate Subcommittee on Juvenile Delinquency (Comic Books), 1954

Miss Ruth Brown and "subversive materials," Bartlesville Public Library (1950) Storm Center (1956)

Grapes of Wrath banning from the Kern County Library (1939)

Banned books under National Socialism, 1932-1939 Nazi (German Students Association) Book Burning May 10, 1933

The Committee on Bookbuying (American Library Association) led a "successful effort to 
block federal legislation imposing book censorship at the port by customs officials. The 
issue was drawn early in the fall of 1929 between Senator Cutting of New Mexico, who 
opposed the censorship provision included in the administration tariff bill, and Senator 
Smoot, the leading protagonist for departmental censorship of books suspected of being 
obscene as well as those suspected of being seditious. The contest was not along party lines, 
but rather represented a battle be tween liberals and conservatives (perhaps  reactionaries 
would be an even better term) (American Library Association, Committee Reports 
1929-1930).

Concord PL bans Huckleberry Finn (1885)

"The phrase 'Banned in Boston' has its origins in the early 1900s. Boston may have trailed 
New York in most ways, but it led the nation in practicing censorship based on moral 
grounds. The driving force behind the city’s puritanical purges was the Watch and Ward 
Society, founded in 1878 to 'watch and ward off evildoers'" (Mass Moments).

Vice societies in the progressive era (Paul S. Boyer, 2002,  Purity in print : Book censorship in 
America from the gilded age to the computer age, University of Wisconsin Press).

The Toulouse Council prohibited "lay Christians from reading the Old and the New 
Testament. It was an insult to human kind to dare to say to people: 'We want you to 
believe, and we do not want you to read the book on which this belief is founded'"; the 
burning of Aristotle's books (Voltaire, Essai sur les mours et l'esprit des nations, ch 
LXII,(Reprinted: Éditions sociales, 1962,1756).

Banning of Savonarola's ecclesiastical  texts (1452–1498)

Banned books ~ UK list Frequently banned books (ALA)

Primary Censorship

Armed forces censorship performed by personnel of a company, battery, squadron, ship, 
station, base, or similar unit on the personal communications of persons assigned, 
attached, or otherwise under the jurisdiction of a unit (Department of Defense, DoD 
Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms.  JP 1-02, 12 April 2001 as amended through 
31 October 2009. Note: This term was removed from subsequent editions of the 
Dictionary).

Press censorship The New York Times (Dec.13, 2012) ~ Manning pre-trial & Dec. 5, 2012 commentary by Sullivan

Prepublication Review

Standard Form 312

 Victor Marchetti (CIA and the cult of intelligence, 1974), Ishmael Jones (Human factor, 
2008), Ralph McGehee (Deadly deceits, 1983), Anthony Shaffer (Operation dark heart, 
2010), & T.J Waters (Class 11, 2006).

Postal Censorship

Commission  on Noxious & Obscene Matters and Materials (1960, S.3736)

Comstock Laws ~ made it illegal to send any "obscene, lewd, and/or lascivious" materials 
through the U.S. mail.

National Security Censorship

Security censorship (Orwell, The freedom of the press, 
1945).

Cases

Cold War (Herbert N. Foerstel (1993),  Secret science: Federal control of American science and 
technology, Praeger); Secret science: Hearing before the Subcommittee on Constitutional 
Rights, 86-1, April 28, 1959, https://tinyurl.com/yd3u5gh7). 

National Security Letters ~ "gag" orders

FBI powers

 ALA Resolution on NSLs

D-Notice system (UK)  (Nicholas Wilkinson (2011), National security, secrecy and the 
media – a British view, Research in Social Problems and Public Policy, 19).

The arrest of doctoral student Rizwann Sabir for downloading an unclassified Al-Qaida 
training manual from the University of Nottingham library.

History (The Moynihan Commission, Appendix A)

National Censorship

The examination and control under civil authority of communications entering, leaving, or 
transiting the borders of the United States, its territories, or its (Department of Defense, 
DoD Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms.  JP 1-02, 12 April 2001 as amended 
through 31 October 2009. Note: This term was removed from subsequent editions of the 
Dictionary).

Music Censorship
(Marie Korpe (2004), Shoot the Singer!, Zed 
Books).

Mobile Communications Censorship
A study that analyzes multiple mobile technologies "to determine their capacity to protect 
security and privacy and to combat censorship and surveillance" (Freedom House, 2012).

Military Censorship

Censorship of the torture experience at the Guantánamo Bay Military Commission Trial 
(Andrea Germanos (2012) Common Dreams https://tinyurl.com/y7dt5cfa).

The Israeli paradox: The military censorship as a protector of the freedom of the press 
(Hillel Nossek & Yehiel Limor (2011), Research in Social Problems and Social Policy, vol. 
19, https://tinyurl.com/y9ya4x7s).

Iraqi civilian deaths (Peter Phillips & Mickey Huff (2011), Project Censored international: 
Colleges and universities validate independent news and challenge global media 
censorship, Research in Social Problems and Public Policy, vol. 19, 
https://tinyurl.com/y9mxjo89).

Media suppression in the Panama, Grenada, & Gulf wars (https://tinyurl.com/ybyy8bsv; 
https://tinyurl.com/ydb8p8l5).

Censored images of caskets or body tubes containing the remains of soldiers who died 
overseas obtained under FOIA by The Memory Hole, https://tinyurl.com/yclfhuo4

Censorship of military photos, World War I (Kendall Banning (1926), The military 
censorship of pictures: Photographs that came under the ban during the world war, 
https://tinyurl.com/y9apxkyq).

Civil War: Correspondents submitted their reports to provost marshals 
(https://tinyurl.com/y895hjbm).

Library Censorship

As has already been indicated, the least possible censorship should be the public library 
desideratum. If the official censoring bodies, the Post Office, the Customs Bureau, and the 
courts did their duty soundly and sanely there would be little for the library to do 
(Bowerman (1931), Censorship and the public library, Wilson, p.37).

Legal censorship

Secret law

Classified opinions

In camera proceedings

Labeling/Rating Systems

When labeling is an attempt to prejudice attitudes, it is a censor's tool. The American Library 
Association opposes labeling as a means of predisposing people's attitudes toward library 
materials. Prejudicial labels are designed to restrict access, based on a value judgment that 
the content, language or themes of the material, or the background or views of the creator(s) 
of the material, render it inappropriate or offensive for all or certain groups of users (ALA 
(2005), https://tinyurl.com/337uy).

Internet Censorship

Deplatforming, demonetization, deranking, strikes

Prisons

Prisons
Texas

Arizona

Texas

Arizona

Filtering

Court rules filtering not censorship

San Jose PL study of filtering software

Internet blocking in public schools (CIPA) @ EFF

Net censorship by country

U.S. Initiatives to Promote Global Internet. Freedom (2012)

Government Removal Requests ~ google

Western technologies for government-level filtering

Report of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom 
of opinion and expression, Frank La Rue

Historical Censorship

Taxonomy of concepts related to the censorship of history (DeBaets, 2011)

Network of Concerned Historians, Annual reports.

Foreign Relations of the United States ~ Japan volumes 1961-63

 Systematic control of the content or exchange of information and ideas concerning the past 
imposed by, or with the connivance of, the authorities. This form of censorship can be 
directed against a historical work in all its stages or against its producers or consumers 
(Antoon de Baets (2002), Censorship of historical thought: A world guide, Greenwood Press, 
p,5).

Free Speech Censorship

Free Speech Zones (First Amendment Zones, Free Speech Cages, or Protest Zones) Freedom under fire: Dissent in post-9/11 America (ACLU, 2003)

Cases

Berkley free speech movement surveillance

Smothers Brothers ~ TV show cancellation (1967)

Allen Ginsburg ~  Howl obscenity trial

George Carlin ~ 7 dirty words

William Burroughs ~ Naked Lunch obscenity trial

Lenny Bruce ~ Cafe Au Go Go Trial

Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation (SLAPP)

Film Censorship

British Board of Film Classification

Motion Picture Production Code & Ratings (US)

Breen Office (US, 1934-1954)
Chaplin's Mr. Verdoux

 Motion Picture Production Code of 1930 (Hays Code)
Hollywood censored: The production code administration and the Hollywood film 
industry, 1930-1940 (Gregory D. Black (1989), Film History,3(3), 167-189).

Field Press Censorship

The security review of news material subject to the jurisdiction of the Armed Forces of the 
United States, including all information or material intended for dissemination to the 
public. Also called FPC (Department of Defense, DoD Dictionary of Military and Associated 
Terms.  JP 1-02, 12 April 2001 as amended through 31 October 2009. Note: This term 
was removed from subsequent editions of the Dictionary).

Disinformation & Propaganda
Ellul suggests that information and propaganda are indistinguishable in a technological 
society.

Corporate Censorship

Trade secrecy

Nondisclosure agreements and moderating speech of employees, contractors, etc.

Facebook, Twitter, Paypal, Instragram, Daily Motion, Vimeo, etc. deplatforming and 
demonetization of individuals and groups(e.g., Gab)  by way of algorithms and outside forces 
(e.g., Youtube Trusted Flagger Program).

Apple, Google, Yahoo! complying with government censorship laws (e.g, China)

"In this sense, every lawful authority, whose duty it is to protect its subjects from the 
ravages of a pernicious press, has the right of exercising censorship of books. This 
censorship is either ecclesiastical or civil, according as it is practiced by the spiritual or 
secular authority, and it may be exercised in two ways, viz.: before the printing or 
publishing of a work, by examining it (censura prævia); and after the printing or 
publishing, by repressing or prohibiting it (censura repressiva)" (Joseph Hilgers (1908), 
Censorship of books, The Catholic Encyclopedia, https://tinyurl.com/yakr5fo).

"Censors try to use the power of the state to impose their view of what is truthful and 
appropriate, or offensive and objectionable, on everyone else. Censors pressure public 
institutions, like libraries, to suppress and remove from public access information they judge 
inappropriate or dangerous, so that no one else has the chance to read or view the material 
and make up their own minds about it" (American Library Association (n.d.), Censorship Q&A, 
https://tinyurl.com/y9wjw4ah

Collection Development Censorship

A new category I propose here that involves censorship occuring through use of vendors in 
selecting library materials in place of local community staff. Restrictive organizational 
purchasing policies may prevent library staff from selecting and purchasing materials for 
their collections from a wide variety of publishers, including that of small presses that 
represent unique, diverse perspectives.

Climate Science Censorship

EPA removes Web pages on climate (Chris Mooney (2018, May 4), EPA’s climate change 
website went down a year ago for "updating." It’s still not back, Washington Post, https:
//tinyurl.com/yb77e7ve).

Cases Secrecy, complicity, and resistance: Political control of climate science communication 
under the Bush–Cheney administration  (Rick Piltz (2011), Research in Social Problems and 
Public Policy, 19).

Climate Data – James Hansen (UCS, https://tinyurl.com/ya4jtscl).

JunkScience.com asks Google to denounce Web search censorship (2011, 
https://tinyurl.com/yc9srqd8).

Censor - To act as censor; with reference to the control of news and the departmental 
supervision of naval and military private correspondence (as in time of war) or to the 
censorship of dramatic or cinematographic productions, The Oxford English 
Dictionary,(2010)), https://tinyurl.com/ydysaeoy

Civil Censorship Detachment

A unit of the Supreme Commander of the Allied Powers' (SCAP) Press, responsible for 
controlling information, including the media in postwar Japan (Department of Defense, 
DoD Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms. JP 1-02, 12 April 2001 as amended 
through 31 October 2009. Note: This term was removed from subsequent editions of the 
Dictionary).

"First, many forms of censorship are invisible and difficult to trace, since censorship normally 
takes place in an atmosphere of secrecy. Second, in repressive societies there is less 
information about more censorship, whereas in a democratic society there is more 
information about less censorship. [Third], censorship has a backfire effect and the study of 
censorship is itself one of the manifestations of that effect" (Antoon De Baets 
(2011),Taxonomy of concepts related to censorship of history, Research in Social Problems 
and Public Policy, 19. 53-65, https://tinyurl.com/yauzlgry).

Civil Censorship

The examination and control of personal communications to or from persons in the 
Armed Forces of the United States and persons accompanying or serving with the Armed 
Forces of the United States (Department of Defense, DoD Dictionary of Military and 
Associated Terms. JP 1-02, 12 April  2001 as amended through 31 October 2009. Note: 
This term was removed from subsequent editions of the Dictionary).

"...Institutional or systemic censorship...are so pervasive they often appear to be 
invisible....expanding the definition of censorship is to broaden a dialogue that might be 
framed by the question, 'who gets to speak?'" (Robert Atkins (1991), A censorship time 
line, Art Journal, 50(3), 33-37).

Modern Censorship is the "subtle yet constant and sophisticated manipulation of reality in 
our mass media outlets. On a daily basis, censorship refers to the intentional non-
inclusion of a news story – or piece of a news story – based on anything other than a 
desire to tell the truth. Such manipulation can take the form of political pressure, 
economic pressure and legal pressure" (Project Censored, 2010, https://tinyurl.
com/yczjdxxt)

"Censorship means action, and by definition a repressive action, we do well to inquire what it 
is censorship wants to accomplish. Its first principle…is protection of moral and ethical 
values, of social and cultural order, and of psychological health. Its legitimate means are the 
passing of laws and reasoned public persuasion. Abstractly, then, the ends of censorship are 
good. They are good, that is insofar as they are in the interests of human welfare.  But 
censorship is an act and it does not therefore exist abstractly but rather very much in fact. 
The question becomes, thus, whether the fact of censorship realizes or violates its ideal – 
human well-being" (Peter Michelson (1971), The aesthetics of pornography, Herder and 
Herder, p.223).

Born Classified

"The government claimed the 'classified at birth’ concept to be necessary to ensure that 
sensitive information would not be divulged before the United States had an opportunity 
to assess its importance and take appropriate classification action”  (DeVolpi et al. (1981), 
Born secret: The H-bomb, the Progressive case and national security, Pergamon Press, p.
59; Burr, Blanton, & Schwartz (1998) The costs and consequences of nuclear 
secrecy  (Schwartz, (ed.) Atomic audit: The costs and consequences of U.S. nuclear 
weapons since 1940, Brookings Institute, 1998, p.433-483; Maret (2010). On their own 
terms: A lexicon with an emphasis on information-related terms produced by the U.S. 
federal government).

Armed Forces Censorship

Censorship of civilian communications, such as messages, printed matter, and films 
entering, leaving, or circulating within areas or territories occupied or controlled by armed 
forces (Department of Defense, DoD Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms, JP 1-02, 
12 April  2001 as amended through 31 October 2009. Note: This term was removed from 
subsequent editions of the Dictionary).

"Prohibition of the production, distribution, circulation, or display of a work by a 
governing authority on grounds that it contains objectionable or dangerous material; A 
form of surveillance; all socially structured proscriptions or prescriptions which inhibit or 
prohibit dissemination of ideas, information, images and other messages through which a 
society’s channels of communication whether these obstructions are secured by political, 
economic, religious, or other systems of authority. It includes both overt and covert 
proscriptions and prescriptions. Censorship is religious, political or moral" (Sue Curry 
Jansen (1991), Censorship:The knot that binds power and knowledge, Oxford U Press).

Censorship takes two forms: "1. selection of information to support a particular viewpoint, or 
2. deliberate manipulation or doctoring of information to create an impression different from 
the original one intended. Censorship is referred to as a negative form of propaganda. 
Without some form of censorship, propaganda would be difficult to imagine" (Nicholas J. Cull, 
David Culbert, & David Welch (2003), Propaganda and mass persuasion: A historical 
encyclopedia, 1500 to the present, ABC-CLIO).

Censorship is the "official prohibition or restriction of any type of expression believed to 
threaten the political, social, or moral order. It may be imposed by governmental authority, 
local or national, by a religious body, or occasionally by a powerful private group" (The 
Columbia Encyclopedia (2007), 6th ed., Columbia University Press).

Censorship "in the strict sense of the word...should still be taken to mean the control by the 
state of the content, publication, and distribution of printed texts. In totalitarian states its 
main characteristic and the basis on which it exists is found not in published laws, but in 
secret instructions issued by the ideological hierarchy and in the establishment of a special 
institution not answerable to public opinion" (Arlen V. Blyum, (2003), A self-administered 
poison: The system and functions of Soviet censorship, Trans. I.P. Foote, European 
Humanities Centre, p.2).

Apartheid censorship
Primary documents relating to the Kruger and Dekker Censorship Boards, reports, laws, 
forms, and banned writers and journalists, 1930-1970s, English and Afrikaans held at the 
Western Cape Provincial Archives and Records (WCPA) in Cape Town, South Africa.

Advance Censorship

"The most serious attack on freedom of expression possible. It puts the burden of proof 
upon the person who desires to communicate information instead of upon the 
government attempting to suppress it. It forces the defendant to comply with the censor 
or to be found in violation of the law" ("Letter to Richardson Preyer," Rep. Ted Weiss, 
Chairman,  The government's classification of private ideas:Hearings, Committee on 
Goverment Operations, Government Information and Individual Rights Subcommittee, 
96-2, February 28 ,March 20, and August 21, 1980).

Censorship “is not a single institution; it is made up of many people and is something all-
pervading, a state of mind" (Natalia Belinkova (1971), The unofficial censorship, Studies on 
the Soviet Union, XI(2), 73-123).

WHAT IS CENSORSHIP?

TYPES OF CENSORSHIP


